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Giving Thanks for the Harvest



The History of Corn Dolls/ Corn Dollies: 

Harvest Traditions

Everywhere she went everyone kept telling her how beautiful she was. So, it wasn’t long before she became
conceited. The Great Spirit called to her. But, before she went into the Great Spirit’s lodge she looked into a pool of
water to admire herself. The Great Spirit talked to her and told her that if she kept thinking that she was better than
everyone else a terrible punishment would come upon her, but he wouldn’t tell her what it would be. So, again the
doll went from village to village playing with the children and again everyone kept telling her how beautiful she was. 
 
It wasn’t long before she became conceited again. The Great Spirit called her and once again she looked into the
pool of water to admire herself before going into the lodge. Upon entering, the Great Spirit said to her: “I have given
you one warning, now a great punishment will come upon you.” But he still wouldn’t tell her what it was. When she
left the lodge, she again looked into the pool of water to admire herself, but this time she didn’t have a face. The
Great Spirit had taken it away. 
 
Since that time, the Haudenosaunee people do not put a face on their corn husk dolls. This is to remind people,
never to think that they are better than anyone else or a great punishment will fall upon them."

The Legend of the No Face Doll in North Eastern Native American Folklore

"Till this day, the Haudenosaunee people do not put faces on their corn husk
dolls, learn why: 
The Haudenosaunee people respect what they call the sustainers of life, the Three
Sisters – Corn, Beans and Squash. The Corn Spirit was so thrilled to be one of the
sustainers of life that she asked the Great Spirit if there was anything more that she
could do for her people. The Great Spirit told her that a doll could be formed from her
husk. So she made the doll from her husk and gave the doll a beautiful face. Then, the
doll went from village to village and played with the children.

http://www.oneidaindiannation.com/the-legend-of-the-no-face-doll/

The Legend and History of the Corn Dollies

In the United Kingdom and in other English speaking countries, the word "corn" simply means
"grain," such as wheat or rye.  The term "corn dolly" has evolved to represent an intricately woven
adornment made during the harvest season and no longer resembles a human like figure.

"The making of corn dollies is an ancient art. There are many myths and legends surrounding its origin. [Traditionally],
the dollies are concerned with offerings, sacrifices and appeasement to the gods, to insure a bountiful harvest the
following year. The dolly would be kept in the home of one of the harvesters, usually the best worker, until the
following year, when it was returned to the field to be either burned or buried. The corn spirit would then enter the new
crops insuring a good harvest for that year. 
 
Most countries have had a custom of cutting and preserving the last of the corn. In Britain there is some ambivalence,
as some believed that the corn held an evil spirit and trampled it into the ground or threw their sickles at it until nothing
was left. Others treated it with honor as they believed it to be the winter refuge of the corn spirit. These corn dollies
were known by different names in the British Isles and Europe. Among them are Kern Baby, The Neck, The Hag and
The Mare. Also Corn Mother, Old Woman, Rye Woman and Mother Sheaf. 
 
In recent years this country craft has been revived considerably in England. Corn dollies are made and sold in many
crafts shops. They make beautiful kitchen decorations and are attractive on the green boughs of a Christmas tree."

https://www.nytimes.com/1977/11/20/archives/corn-dollies-for-harvest-time.html
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